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THE LATE DR. WILLIS, PHYSICIAN IN Oﬁbh‘IARY
- TO KING GERORGE lIL—HIS RUMOURED MURDER,

For some time past a sirong feeling of excitement has prevailed
throughout the county of Lincols, by the circulation of reports of &
nature tending to lead to snspicions that the death of the late Dr. Willis,
physicianin ordinary to his late Mbajesty, King George III., who: died
on the 25th of September, 1835, did not arise from .nataral _causes, as
way at the time alleged and believed, but from the effects of more rubtle
sgents. The first public sunouncement of the existence of doubts as to.
the nature of the death of Dr. Willis, who left = personalty amounting
to the enormous suw of £300,000, appeared in the Lincoln and _Stam-
ford Mescury of the 25th of February last, which atated that ‘¢ Society
around Stemford is at this time agitated by & most “extraordinary story
relating to-the death of Dr. Willis. The story now current is,  that a
person in the domestic establishment of the deceased on'. his death-bed
lately, made a confession that he poisoned _the doctor, and . circam-
stances are added which seem to make it y that, r te ax the
period is at which the event oecurred, an_investigation - should . take
place. ~ At present we cannat say more on so delicate ' and ‘important a
mubject, an it is only the great respectability of the circles in'which the
matter is daily discussed t warrants usin g an allusion to it."’

It will here be neceasary ta state that sabsequent’ to “the.desth of
George 111., Dr. Willis for years, and up to b’i:qdé-tli;' resided at Great-
ford in Lincolnlhlra._ where he Lept race horses. and was himself x con-
stant attendant at Lll!eoll.l Rnceu,‘ at which- bis horses were entered.
During his resi in L inal he was a-frequent visitor at the
residenee of the Rev. P, Cur_zou. rectar of Bramston, near Lincoln,
where he was staying at the time of hia death, which was represented at
the period of its ocsurrencs to have taken place in a fit whils in the sct
of dressing on getting up in the worning. In stating that that was _the
fact, the Lincoln and Stamford Mercury of March 3 states, ‘‘ With re-
ferenes to the extrsordinary report of the murder of the late Dr. Willis,
of Greatford, to which we alluded Iast week; ‘Wwe can say positively that
an investigation is now going on, ander, the prop thorities, and that
the r tas of the d d have been (or will be) exhumed for the pur-
pose.”” The same paper of March 10, in allasion to -the - affair, says,
*‘ We are assured the rumours in circulation will be Imet with the most
perfect frankness by the family of the late“ Reverend -P. Curtqjs,
and with a determination that the .cause and circumstances
of his death shall undergo the most rigid _investigalion,” which
paragraph is  immediately - followed .by an ex parfe statement,’
which the editor had received from the Reverend Atwill Curtois
{son of the late Rev.'P. Curfois}, the present incumbent of Bramst
zelating to the health of -Dr. Willis, and the incidents of his death, and
tending to show that his health had been for some time previous in-a
precarions state, and that his death took {;l!lce in'a fit caused by water®
on the chest, according to the opinion of :Mr. Hett,'a surgeon, and Dr..
William Cookson, who were called in,- bot neither of whom, it appearg,
mads a pos! morfem examination of the body. From the statement 1t
further appears that no inquest was held, on the gronnd that the two
medical gentlemen did not: consider it necessary, and Mr. Curtois told
his daughters that Dy, Willis had always expressed- his horror of in-
quests, and had, on one occasion, said, ** What an abominable shame
it was that people should be exposed to such a thiog after death.””

It further appears that the pablicity given to the rumours in the local
papers, bas caused much conversation at the different clabs at the weat
end of the town, whick has led to inquiries into the matber being made
by direction of the Commissioners of the Metropolitan Police, from
which it is stated that it has been ascertained that James Ganes, who
was for 38 years valet to Dr. Willis, and was io attendance upon him
on the morning of his death, is »still living, and that he states that bis
master wes quite well on the morning of his death,- about half-past
eight o’clock, after he had assisted bim to dress ; that finding him not
come down to breakfast, he went up to see about him and found him
dead ; thot he begged of the Rev. P. Curtois to call an inquest, which
was not, however, done. The Lincola and Stamford Mercury, in its e.li-
tion of March 17th, further acquaints its readers : ** We are informed
that the mast eminent police salicitors are em loyed in the investigation
to which we have referred, and that the‘I.onson' Police Commissioners
bave entrusated the affair to Mr. Inapector Tedman, who was engaged in
the investization of the murder of Lord William Russell.”

From later enguiriea made on the subject, it bas been ascertained
that the hody has not yet been exhumed, the chemists'and medical men
consulted in the case, _iiviug it as their opinion that after sach a lapse of
time it will be impossible to discover any. description of vegetable ' poi~
son, while they admit that there would not be 50 much difficulty should
a mineral Eoinon bave been used, ~Until a post morfem - examination is
made nothing positive can be said on the bject, while a th d ru-
mours are in citculation from one end of Lincolnshire to the other.
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